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Alumni notices

Why you should attend an event — and resources for alumni
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Alumni evénts are an impoffant part of post-University life

Flights totalling 150,000 miles,
a 4000-mile road trip to New
York, plus a 2000-mile
international train journey
spanning three countries.
This is the globetrotting tally
that Oxford graduate Terry
Slesinski-Wykowski has
notched up over the years,
travelling from her home in
Houston, Texas, to the
University’s alumni weekends.

But it doesn’t stop there.
Terry always makes the trip
a family affair — bringing
along her husband Jim
Wykowski and also — since
2000 — her business partner
Neil Douglas (neither of whom
ever studied at Oxford).

“We all look forward to
these events and wouldn’t miss
them for anything”, says Terry,
“We meet old friends and we
make new friendships.”

Terry’s three years at Oxford
had a huge impact on her. “For
me, it was absolutely life-
changing; I learned to learn —
not to be taught,” she says.

“Iloved the diversity that T
found in Oxford. And I'loved
the fact that I was taught to
question everything and seek
the truth. My experience since,
as an Oxonian, has been
pretty contagious, too — I have
managed to pass it on to
others close to me.”

While Terry is one of the
more faithful attendees, she’s
far from alone in enjoying the
unique blend of intellectual
stimulation and social
networking that the Alumni
Weekends offer. On its own,
the annual Oxford Alumni
Weekend draws over 1000
alumni and guests annually.
Returning either to Oxford or

to one of the international
events carries intrinsic value.
“The Weekends give former
students the opportunity to
connect with the institution as
itis today”, says Alison
Edwards, head of
communications for Oxford
University’s alumni office.
Terry adds, “We love the
lectures — we all split up and go
to listen to different speakers,
then compare notes.”
Meanwhile, back home in
Texas, Oxford still dominates
asignificant part of Terry’s life.
Chair of the Houston Oxford
Society, one of more than 200
volunteer-run alumni groups
internationally, she dedicates
many hours a month to
helping former Oxford
students connect with each
other. “I want to help grow the
Oxford family,” she says.

Alumni
resources

Academic content
|L JI Alumni benefit from
continued access

to books, journals and current
research via JSTOR, the
Bodleian and the University's
open access database.
www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/learn

w Networking

The University's new
LinkedIn page enables
you to search alumni by work sector
and employer. Don't forget to
connect with alumni by joining the
Oxford Alumni group on LinkedIn.
www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/linkedin

Mailing lists

Don't miss out! Sigh up

for our mailing lists to

receive regular updates
and information of interest to you.
You can get weekly or monthly news
bulietins, or join specific lists for
books and learning, careers,
events, sport and travel.
www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/subscribe

Alumni groups
Engage with Oxonians
wherever you are,
and whatever your
interests, by joining one of the
regional, subject or interest-based
alumni networks.
www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/networks

Alumni Number

Found on your Alumni

Card, you need this
number to register for events, the
email service and an alumni account.
With the Alumni Card you can access
colleges and a range of discounts.
www.alumni.ox.ac.uk/card

Graduation and MAs

A list of forthcoming

degree days canbe
found on the University website, but
whether you still need to graduate
for your first degree or want to get
your MA, booking is via your college.
www,ox.ac.uk/students/
graduation/ceremonies/dates
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